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Community Cares 

Fundraising Blackout Policy

2011-2012

As we celebrate the results of our past Community Cares fundraising campaigns, we also look toward the future and recognize that the Lebanon community has seen a significant increase in fundraising activity over the past few years.  This is a positive reflection on our community; our citizens and businesses meet a high standard when it comes to providing for those in need.  However, it has also created a new challenge for charitable organizations, which is simultaneously raising funds when other organizations are conducting similar activities.  Please note that we ask that all agencies that receive funding from Community Cares refrain from fundraising during a blackout period of six weeks throughout our fall campaign.  We have defined this window in an effort to raise funds in a non-competitive fashion, which will benefit us all in the long run.  This is not intended to diminish or discourage organizations from raising funds; however, preventing any overlap in fundraising will allow all of our activities to be more successful.  As we explain to businesses that we are raising funds to support over thirty agencies, it is paramount that those same agencies are not duplicating our requests during the blackout period.

The 2012 blackout period is designated as September 15 through October 31, 2011.  

The Lebanon Area Foundation Board of Directors has adopted the following guideline for the fundraising blackout period:

Effective January 1, 2008, if a Community Cares grant recipient is found to have held fundraising during the blackout period, the following financial penalties shall be applied to their recommended grant award for the following year:  

30-50% penalty for the first violation, 100% for the second violation.

If you feel a fundraiser is absolutely necessary during the blackout period, you must contact the LAF administrator.  LAF may consider granting a waiver.  The Board of Directors would not likely grant authorization for cash solicitations or solicitations to current or prospective Community Cares donors.  Any authorization will be conveyed in writing.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, please accept our sincere appreciation for continuing to honor this blackout request.  If you have any concerns or questions regarding the policy, please feel free to contact me at 532-8868 or by email at admin@lebanonareafoundation.org 

Thank you,

Lesley Starnes 

Administrator

Lebanon Area Foundation







